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VAWA Approved Purpose Areas

Program/Project Examples

Training law enforcement officers, judges, other
court personnel, and prosecutors to more
effectively identify and respond to violent crimes
against women as well as including the crimes of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking; including the appropriate use of
nonimmigrant status under subparagraphs (T) and
(V) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)).

Judiciary, court and probation personnel training,
law enforcement training, civilian police advocate
training, prosecutor training, criminal justice, and
victim service advocate trainings.

Developing, training, or expanding units of law
enforcement officers, judges, other court
personnel, and prosecutors specifically targeting
violent crimes against women; including the
crimes of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking.

Employing/maintaining civilian police advocates,
domestic violence/sexual assault investigators,
specially trained prosecutors, victim witness
advocates, sexual assault nurse examiners, and a
program coordinator within the Trial Court system.

Developing and implementing more effective
police, court, and prosecution policies, protocols,
orders, and services specifically devoted to
preventing, identifying, and responding to violent
crimes against women; including the crimes of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking, as well as the appropriate treatment
of victims.

Judiciary and court personnel trainings,
updating/translating of court documents, law
enforcement and civilian police advocacy trainings,
prosecutor and victim-witness advocate trainings,
development of judicial bench books, revision and
implementation of the probation intake form to
screen for domestic violence, law enforcement
training curricula.

Developing, enlarging, or strengthening victim
services and legal assistance programs, including
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking programs, developing or improving
delivery of victim services to underserved
populations, providing specialized domestic
violence court advocates in courts where a
significant number of protection orders are
granted, and increasing reporting and reducing
attrition rates for cases involving violent crimes
against women, including crimes of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking.

Culturally specific services for limited English
proficient populations, crisis and intervention
services, education, outreach and training
initiatives, legal services, mental health services,
individual and group counseling services, court-
based civilian advocates, specially trained
prosecutors, victim witness advocates, and sexual
assault nurse examiners.

Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs
addressing the needs and circumstances of Indian
tribes in dealing with violent crimes against
women; including the crimes of domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking.

Culturally specific services for tribal women and
youth, crisis and intervention services, education,
outreach and training initiatives, legal services,
mental health/ substance abuse treatment services,
individual and group counseling services.

Training of sexual assault forensic medical
personnel examiners in the collection and
preservation of evidence, analysis, prevention, and
providing expert testimony and treatment of

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner training and
forensic services.




trauma related to sexual assault.

Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs
to assist law enforcement, prosecutors, courts, and
others to address the needs and circumstances of
older and disabled women who are victims of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
or stalking; including recognizing, investigating,
and prosecuting instances of such violence or
assault and targeting outreach and support,
counseling, and other victim services for older and
disabled individuals.

Services specific for elder victims, and individuals
with disabilities, who are victims of domestic
violence, sexual assault and stalking such as crisis
and intervention services, education, outreach and
training initiatives, legal services, mental health/
substance abuse treatment services and individual
and group counseling services.

Providing assistance to victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault on immigration
matters.

Employing and/or maintaining bi-lingual, bi-
cultural advocates, legal services, supporting
culturally-specific services, education, outreach and
training initiatives, court-based civilian advocates,
specially trained prosecutors and victim-witness
advocates.

Maintaining core victim services and criminal
justice initiatives, while supporting complementary
new initiatives and emergency services for victims
and their families.

Domestic and sexual violence advocate positions,
legal services, training and education initiatives,
technical assistance and capacity building projects,
judicial and law enforcement policy development
and implementation.

Supporting the placement of special victim
assistants in local law enforcement agencies to
serve as liaisons between victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking and personnel in local law enforcement
agencies in order to improve the enforcement of
protection orders.

Civilian police advocacy programs, creation of
policies and procedures on responding and
development of training to improve enforcement.

Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs
addressing sexual assault against men, women, and
youth in correctional and detention settings.

Sexual assault advocate positions, creation of
policies and procedures on responding and
development of training to improve response.

Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs
and projects to provide services and responses
targeting male and female victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking, whose ability to access traditional
services and responses are affected by their sexual
orientation or gender identify, as defined in section
249(c) of title 18, United States Code.

Population specific services provided to GLBTQ
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, dating
violence and stalking including telephonic or web-
based hotlines, legal advocacy, economic advocacy,
emergency and transitional shelter, accompaniment
and advocacy through medical, civil or criminal
justice, immigration, and social support systems,
crisis intervention, short-term individual and group
support services, information, and referrals.




